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FIFTIES _
FLASHBACK

Poodle skirts, tailored suits
and sweater-girl knits are back,
as designers revisit the
Eisenhower years.
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In the Markets

BUYING, NOT CRYING
FOR ARGENTINA

The Central Buenos Aires Showroom brings South America to the American South. -

By Rebecca Kleinman Perkins, start a business on a whim. nenbaum, and all my clothing designers, in Buenos Aires.
The Emory University MBA graduate with a degreein  Since then, I've been back four times,” said Perkins.
t’s a well-known phenomenon — a vacation can  art history had worked at the High Museum of Art and in con- The two founded the Central Buenos Aires showroom in
become a life-altering experience. Some travelers sulting before a trip to Argentina in March 2002 threw hima  Atlanta the following month, which proved an ideal situation
meet a future spouse, move to a country they fallin  career curve. for both. Tannenbaum had lost her jewelry company when
love with or, in the case of showroom co-owner Lewis “It changed me. I met my business partner, Gisela Tan-  Argentina’s economy failed, though she still lives there, and |
Perkins had always dreamed of
tying his business and creative
backgrounds together-

In August, 2002, they plunged
in, opening a 1,500-square-foot
showroom loft in Atlanta’s West
Side neighborhood. Perkins likes

| the area because it attracts a cre-

e 2 ative community of interior

e T E SO U TH E R N F AS H I o N G R O . P ' | designers and artists, and for its

. A e i o proximity to local retailers like

e Bill Dabney Sylvia Overcast ______ Seout and G. Gilbert boutiques. Itis
e e e also convenient to AmericasMart.

“It’s so easy for me to just run
over to my accounts when they
need something and to bounce
ideas off of each other;,” he said.

Perkins participates in the
AmericasMart fall and spring Pre-
miere shows (on the fifth floor), but
decided against opening a perma-
nent showroom in AmericasMart
now, for fear of overextending.
He'll make the move after gaining
more experience and when the
timing is right.

“I saw too many start-up compa-
nies spend money like erazy during
the Internet boom, only to go under.
It taught me a lesson about how to
grow a business,” he said.

The original business plan called
for eventually setting up shopin New
York. But Perkins said he’s having
too much fun being a big fish in a
small pond, and he’s too pleased with
the changes and vision at Americas-
Mart to leave now.

October’s show, his first market,
brought in 15 new accounts. With
no minimum order requirements,
retailers all placed more than
e | | L s $1,000 orders.

. iR . P - “We thought the clientele would

LACOSTE @ | bereallyconservative, but Kaye

. Pl S e Davis [executive director of fashion
R AVEL BL SE S . . | | and Premiere] is building the
R EE A Mgyl e - appeal to our customer. The Pre-
miere show is a higher price point
with more of an urban, edgy ele-
ment,” he said.

Tannenbaum was equally

impressed. She felt more secure in

L e P iy e seeing Premiere booth spaces

s Lue oW e Ta o filled with both emerging and
Argentine designers.

“That’s when we knew it was

okay to go ahead with our idea,”
said Perkins, who represents five
Argentinian lines.

The showroom’s best-selling
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